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INTRODUCTION  
Corruption is one of the most serious challenges 
faced by the societies in the world, especially in 
the developing countries, not only because of its 
adverse effects on the economic growth but also 
because of its great detrimental effect on the 
decreasing of the legitimacy of the ruling 
regimes (Anderson & Tverdova, 2003; Chang & 
Chu, 2006; Drury, Krieckhaus, & Lusztig, 2006; 
Mauro, 2004; Sandholtz & Koetzle, 2000; 
Seligson, 2002; Seyf, 2001; Treisman, 2000).   
According to Treisman (2000), the most 
important reasons  to limit the vulnerability of 
states to corruption is to reduce the prevalence 
of corruption in countries whose political 
systems are democratic and transparent, thus 
allowing freedom of association of civil society 
and freedom of the press, and encouraging 
journalists and stakeholders to become involved 
in the task of exposing violations. 
 
Reviewing the previous studies shows that a free 
press is associated with lower levels of 
corruption (Brunetti & Weder, 2003; 
Chowdhury, 2004; Lindstedt & Naurin, 2010; 
Reinikka & Svensson, 2005) 
It seems that Africa has been engaged in all 
types of corruption, ranging from bribery, 
nepotism, and misappropriation (Abu & Karim, 
2015; Saidu & Ahmad Zakuan, 2016). As for 
Sudan, it is ranked high in the list of most 
corrupted countries in the world (US 
Department of State, 2016). More specifically, 
Sudan is ranked 177th out of 183 countries, 
scoring 1.6 on a 10-point scale of highly a 
corrupted country. In the area of the governance 
performance, Sudan performed extremely poor 
and scored less than 10 on a100-point scale of 
the 2010 World Bank's Worldwide Governance 
Indicators. In addition, in a survey of 2011 
Global Corruption Barometer, 67% of the 
individuals believed that there was a rise in 
corruption in Sudan during the last three years 
prior to the survey. Reports (Transformation 
Index BTI, 2016) have also confirmed that 
Sudan has failed to confront corruption due to its 
weak administration, lack of political will and 
the blurred distinction between the state and the 
ruling party. For instance, according to Freedom 
House (2015) which has surveyed the imparting 
political and civil rights and freedom of citizens, 
including freedom of the press, Sudan is 
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classified as the worst among the 12 worst 
countries in the whole world.  
 
Though Sudan has a large number of local and 
national newspapers, issues of corruption have 
received little interest (Spilker, 2012).  Previous 
studies have focused on the role of media to 
limit corruption  (Sowunmi, Raufu, Oketokun, 
Salako, & Usifoh, 2010; Stapenhurst, 2000) or 
the relationship between press freedom and 
corruption (Ahrend, 2002; Becker, Naab, 
English, & Vlad, 2013; Brunetti & Weder, 2003; 
Fardigh, 2007; McConnell & Becker, 2002; 
Sani, 2014; Sowunmi et al., 2010).  Other 
previous studies focused on the government’s 
advertising and its relationship with media 
coverage of corruption issues (Tella & 
Franceschelli, 2009). Another study conducted 
by  Motlhasedi & Phiri (2015) focused on the 
impact of mass media on corruption in South 
Africa. However, few previous studies focused 
on the influence of less press freedom on 
newspapers framing of issues of corruption in 
Sudan. Hence, the present study focuses on how 
the Sudanese newspapers frame the news of 
issues of corruption in Sudan. 
 
The findings of the present study would 
contribute to the body of literature by providing 
insights into the impact of weak press freedom 
on framing the media of issues of financial 
corruption in Sudan.  
METHODOLOGY 
The present study employed a qualitative 
research method using in-depth interviews to 
sufficiently explore the perspectives of the 
Sudanese journalists and editors on how less 
press freedom influences the Sudanese 
newspapers in framing the issues of corruption 
in Sudan. A purposeful sampling was adopted in 
selecting twenty Sudanese journalists and editors 
across both governmental and private 
newspapers operating in Sudan. In order to 
achieve clearer understandings of the journalists’ 
perspectives, the study supported each theme 
with models generated by means of employing 
NVivo 8 software. 
FINDINGS 
The findings revealed that the legislation and 
press freedom are key elements of the 
development of press industry by the Sudanese 
government through the parliament to ensure 
press freedom. 
According to the views of the informants, the 
legal obstacles, including defamation laws, 
national unity and the threat to the national 
security called the Information Act, the Press 
Law, and the Criminal Law have restricted the 
press in their quest for access to information in 
spite of the approval of the Freedom of 
Information ACT (FOI). 
 
The press industry in Sudan is directly related to 
all aspects in the country. Therefore, the press 
will not progress unless there is a comprehensive 
and complete reform of the Sudanese laws to be 
compatible with democracy, thus ensuring the 
appropriate legislative environment to provide 
freedom of the press and also ensures the 
existence of investigative journalism and the 
ability to address sensitive issues such as 
financial corruption in the public sector and 
governmental organizations.  
CONCLUSIONS 
Based on the results obtained from this study, 
the authoritarian government in Sudan controls a 
great deal of what is published in newspapers 
through laws that restrict the press freedom and 
hinder the activation of laws that guarantee free 
access to information. Therefore, the state 
should release the restrictive laws’ such as 
National Security Act, the press law, the 
criminal law and the law on informatics 
andactivate and develop the laws provided by 
the country's national constitution to guarantee 
the basic human rights of freedom of thought, 
expression, press, and access to the 
government’s information, thus strengthening 
the relationship between the government and its 
citizens and fighting corruption. In conclusion, 
the Sudanese press should raise awareness 
among citizens and journalists in particular of 
the importance of activating the law related to 
access to information, which was approved by 
the Sudanese parliament in January 2015.  Its 
  
PROCEEDINGS SMMTC POSTGRADUATE SYMPOSIUM 2018 
 
SMMTC POSTGRADUATE SYMPOSIUM 2018 |27 
 
development and activation could achieve free 
access to information and raise the values of 
transparency and fighting corruption in the 
country. 
The state should release the restrictive laws’ 
such as National Security Act, the press law, the 
criminal law and the law on informatics and 
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